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gave an LL.D. according to the old custom that it went with the 
governorship), member of Congress from Plymouth, secretary 
of the navy under McKinley and Roosevelt, and author of a 
History of the American Navy. There is an account of Jedidiah 
Morse (1761-1826) of New Haven, the author of the first 
American Geography. A number of Amos Lawrence letters 
(1836), during his congressional term, appear. A series of 
valuable letters of Bishop White Kennett (1660-1728) of Peter- 
borough describe religious conditions in England, the position of 
Catholics, and his hostility in the Lords to Jewish relief laws. 
The log of the Columbia 1790-92 under Captain Gray by John 
Bort is the most complete account of that momentous voyage and 
the discovery of the Columbia River (pp. 217-275) . 

Letters of Henry Lee of Boston, who interested himself in 
the forties in tariff and banking questions, and Thomas Thorn- 
ley, M.P. contain information, economic and historical, regard- 
ing trade, corn laws, the Irish famine, agrarian conditions, tariff, 
and political policies. The Minutes of the Roxbury Committee 
of Vigilance, 1834-1835 are especially worthy of attention. This 
committee, encouraged by the sheriff who saw no hope in the 
courts, undertook as an act of justice and mercy despite personal 
sacrifice the protection of the local convent to which the Charles- 
ton nuns fled for safety on the firing of their convent by the 
mob. They are encouragingly refreshing as evidence of the atti- 
tude of the more solid citizenry. (Pp. 325-331) . 

R. J. P. 



Massachusetts Historical Society, Proceedings, October, 1920 — 
June, 1921. Vol.54. Boston: 1922. Pp.378. 

This volume of proceedings contains a mine of historical ma- 
terial interspersed with the minutes of the Society's meetings 
and lists of accessions to its library. Of especial note are the 
following : a paper on Boston Traders in the Hawaiian Islands, 
1789-1823, by Dr. Morrison; The King's Woods, by Mr. Mayo; 
the Diary of William Green of Boston who, captured by the 
English, was exchanged and passed part of the year 1778 in 
France; a few Dickens' letters; Memorials of the late Thomas 
Jefferson Coolidge, financier and cotton manufacturer, Andrew 
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McFarland Davis, and Professor Barrett Wendell ; and a memoir 
of Ward Chipman, loyalist. 

The Green diary displays a curious interest in Catholic prac- 
tices which the writer saw for the first time in France. He 
spent considerable time with his tutor, a Father Kelly, and in 
visiting churches and monasteries. At times his ignoi'ance is 
childish and his narrowness amusing, yet he was impressed with 
the Easter services, by Notre Dame cathedral, and by the 
Carthusians. A Catholic scholar desirous of understanding the 
religious mind of the Puritan and its intolerance would find 
suggestive material. In business matters, Green evidences 
shrewdness, predicting that once the war was over American 
trade would fall again into English hands for economic reasons. 
In the memoir of Mr. Davis, there is his account of an audience 
with Pope Pious IX in 1849. (p. 205). A letter from Dr. Ben- 
jamin Waterhouse of the Harvard faculty in 1815 to the Surgeon 
General, Dr. James Tilton describes the Federalist attitude 
toward the war, his own persecution and expulsion for Republi- 
can views, and the likelihood that Mr. Adams too would have 
been dropped from Harvard, if the Russian appointment had not 
intervened, (pp. 159-165). 

R. J. P. 



The Home of Fadeless Splendour or Palestine of To-day. By 

George Napier Whittingham. New York: E. P. Dutton & 
Co., 1921. Pp. xxiv + 357. 

The author of this charming volume derives the title from 
the hymn P atria Splendida of Bernard of Mordaix and like the 
hymn it is instinct with the spirit of faith and love. The volume 
is descriptive and historical and it does not deal with any of the 
political problems which at the present time are agitating the 
Holy Land. It records faithfully the impressions of a pilgrim- 
traveller who went to Palestine with open sympathies, which re- 
sponded to the charm of the land and its associations, and he has 
given us a description of the City of Jerusalem and its holy 
places, of its surrounding hills and valleys, of its ceremonies at 
the great festivals, of Nazareth, Bethany, Jericho and Bethlehem, 
which is at once attractive and inspiring reading. Incidentally 
he has much to say of their history, and devotes two whole chap- 
ters to the story of the Chosen People and to the faith of Islam. 



